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both to Kirkpatrick himself and the government of which
he was envoy. Meer Allurn, it will be remembered, had
^sited Calcutta, and had closed negotiations most satis--
factorily for his master, the Nizam, and in a manner to
elicit the unqualified approbation of Lord Wellesley, the
Governor-General, so that, it can easily be understood,
any complaint coming from such a quarter would not be
treated with indifference. Captain John Malcolm, now
on the staff of the Governor-General, and erst Kirk-
Patrick's first assistant, was appointed to institute inquiry
into the position of Khair-ool-Mssa, with a special com-
mission in his pocket to supersede Kirkpatrick if every-
thing did not turn out as correct as it should. Malcolm
sailed down the Bay of Bengal to Masulipatam, where he
found Captain Hemming, the commandant of the Resi-
dent's personal escort, awaiting his arrival, with explana-
tory notes from Kirkpatrick anticipating the inquiry
ordered by Lord Wellesley, urging, too, that Malcolm's
appearance at Hyderabad would tend to lower Kirk-
patrick in the estimation of the public, particularly
the natives. Malcolm knowing Kirkpatrick's character,
and, as his aide only a short while before, not igno-
rant of the motives which prompted misrepresentation,
expressed himself satisfied with the explanations fur-
nished, and returned to Calciitta without proceeding on
his journey at all from Masulipatam to Hyderabad

In September 1805, Colonel Kirkpatrick, with the
permission of Lord Cornwallis, proceeded to Calcutta by
way of Masulipatam, partly for the benefit of his health,
which was somewhat impaired by his long residence at
Hyderabad, but chiefly for the purpose of conferring with
his Lordship on the political affairs of that court He
reached Calcutta prostrated by a malady of which he died